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A statue of Robert E. Lee stands atop a l
60-foot column in Lee Circle. :

Lee Stands in
New Orleans

Iiven in a city of monuments, the memo-
rial dedicated to Robert E. Lee stands out ‘
in New Orleans.

Atop a 60-foot marble column, the
<tatuc, which is dramatically lighted at
»isht. depicts Lee standing with arms
folded, looking out over the city. P

The statue that anchors Lee Circle is
4 familiar landmark to local residents.
Passengers who ride the St. Charles Ave-

~ctcars pass by it on their way
a¢ Garden District, Audubon Park,
“ulane University.
otferson Davis, Gen. P.G.T. Beau-
ud, and many other friends of
wrt E. Lee were present when the
norial was unveiled in 1884—the
w1 of the New Orleans’ industrial and
- cotion centennial exposition.

Alexander Doyle, a young sculptor from
~ew York, designed the monument. The
*wonze figure of Lee is 16 feet tall and

. weighs 7,000 pounds. Doyle also did the
. city's memorial for General Beauregard,
I the “Great Creole” of the Civil War who
i gave the command to fire on Fort Sumter.
Before the Lee memorial was erected,
Lee Circle was called Tivoli Circle, and it
was originally planned to be a garden sur-
rounded by a canal. The circle was one of
‘he focal points of a plan devised in the
carly 1800’s by Barthelemy Lafon for the
arca now called the Lower Garden Dis-
trict. Lafon gave his streets names like
iwpe, Melpomene, and Thalia, after

Greek muses.

Lee Circle is located at St. Charles and

i Howard Avenues.
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